16 December 2020

Dear Parents
Our theme for Thanksgiving 2020 was ‘hope’. I had a look at some of the acronyms for
HOPE in popular culture. Some of the examples included ‘Hackers On Planet Earth’,
‘Helping Other People Excel’, ‘Helping Other People Eat’, ‘Helping Others Prepare for
Eternity’, ‘HUMMER Owners Prepared for Emergencies’, ‘Harnessing Optimism and
Potential through Education’, ‘Hold Onto Prayer Everyday’ and ‘He Offer Peace Eternally’.
Which one is your favourite?
Followers of Jesus should look for answers to any of life’s questions in the Bible first! So,
what does the Bible say about hope? Well, there are many references to hope in the Bible.
I am going to spend some time with you on Psalm 16, in an effort to communicate some
aspect of Biblical hope.
In Psalm 16:1 we read, ‘Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust’ (emphasis mine).
Biblical hope is not based on luck, chance or persistent optimism. It is actually based on a
Person, specifically knowledge of the Most High God and our experiences of His
faithfulness as we make an intentional effort to live according to His Word.
Therefore, Biblical hope is built on a relationship with God that is cultivated through talking
with Him (prayer), learning more of Him in the Bible, and supported by the evidence of
God’s persistent faithfulness in our lives when we make an effort to live according to His
instructions.
We have members in our school community, who are intentional about their relationship
with God, who can testify to you how God has taken care of, and provided for, them despite
being made redundant or losing their business due to COVID-19. Has it been easy to go
through that hardship? Of course not! Do followers of Jesus have a trouble-free life? No,
Jesus never promised us a carefree life, but He has promised never to leave us or forsake us
when we put our trust in Him. There is a silver lining to hardship: every answer to prayer,
or act of provision outside of our control, builds our hope in God and, in return, our hope
for every day.
‘O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth
not to thee; But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all
my delight’ (Psalm 16:2-3).
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Biblical hope implies that we understand that hope is not founded or built on our goodness.
Yes, we are expected to display goodness as followers of Jesus to others, it is a fruit of the
Spirit after all, but we cannot force God’s hand to love us with our efforts to be good.
In addition, verse 2 and 3 teach us that Biblical hope is fuelled by delighting in the work of
followers of Jesus, implying that we need to make an effort to stay up to date with what
God is doing in this world instead of giving too much of our time to the news in and of the
world. This year has been a powerful example of this. Many of you know how watching the
news on COVID-19 and other world events do not encourage hope in our lives but actually
lead us to a place of despair. In fact, Psalm 16:4 encourages us, ‘Their sorrows shall be
multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor
take up their names into my lips’.
On the other hand, there is nothing as joyous as hearing of students who, prompted by the
Holy Spirit, have decided to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, and are able to
say ‘The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot’
(Psalm 16:5)!
Why is it important to give thanks? We need to acknowledge that God is the one who
enables us to have success and achieve. Despite the challenges of 2020, we have no choice
but to declare with David, ‘The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a
goodly heritage’ (Psalm 16:6). Our school and our students have been blessed with amazing
achievements and academic growth this year! Living from a place of gratitude enables us
to have Biblical hope.
‘I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the
night seasons. I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand,
I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also
shall rest in hope’ (Psalm 16:7-9).
Biblical hope is a natural product of a lifestyle in which I intentionally choose to ‘set the
LORD always before me’. How do I do this? I do my best to make an effort to spend time
with God by (1) talking to Him through prayer continually, (2) studying His Word daily,
and (3) making an effort to live according to the principles in the Word with integrity. If we
live with this level of intentionality, we will be able to echo David, ‘I shall not be moved’
and our lives will be filled with consistent joy!
‘For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore’ (Psalm 16:10-11).
In Acts 13, the apostle Paul explains to the crowd that Psalm 16:10 actually prophesies
about the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and goes on to explain to them how
Jesus is the hope of the world.

The Scripture teaches us clearly that ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
of God’.
Jesus is the source of all hope because He shows us the path of life, in His presence is
fullness of joy and in His right hand there are pleasures for evermore. What or who is your
source of hope? If it is not Jesus, there will be limits to your hope. Why not put your trust
in the One who is limitless in His ability to give us hope regardless of our circumstances?
It has been an absolute honour and privilege to partner with your family and serve you in
Christian education in 2020. We hope that you will be able to spend quality time as a family
during the summer holiday and we look forward to partnering with you again in 2021.
Barend Blom
Principal
Notices
1.

Thank you to everyone who attended our Thanksgiving Assembly on Friday evening
– we trust you found the programme a blessing. Thanks too to everyone who came to
our Primary Prizegiving assembly this afternoon. It is always an encouragement to
staff and students to see you here at the end of term. Once again, we want to thank the
many parent volunteers – we are truly grateful for your help. We also want to wish
Mrs Grootboom, who has been our Year 3-4 teacher this year, all of the best with her
plans for 2021 and beyond. She has had a positive impact on the lives of many of our
students and staff. We are also grateful to Miss Luck who has relieved in Room 8 this
term and pray God’s richest blessings on her next steps.

2.

Classes for 2021: We want to welcome Mrs. Freule Peasley, our new Year 3-4
teacher, and Mrs. Leigh-Anne Fisher, an additional Intermediate Teacher with a
specialization in Mathematics, to our teaching team for 2021. Next year, our class
distribution will be as follows: Year 0-1 (Mrs. Fowlie), Year 2 (Mr Burgess), Year 34 (Mrs. Peasley), Year 5-6 (Mrs. Barnes, 4 days a week, and Mrs. Bagrie, 1 day a
week), separate classes for Year 7 and Year 8 (Mrs. Wiehahn and Mr. Vivian), Year
9-10 (Miss Brinkman) and Year 11-13 (Mrs. Oosthuizen).

3.

Enrolment Intent and New Enrolments: If it has become time for your family to
move on, please inform the office as soon as possible (or you may be invoiced for the
first five weeks of Term 1, 2021, as per our Withdrawal Policy). Since we have a
number of students on our waiting list, we want to inform families right away if a
space has opened up for their child(ren). At the writing of this newsletter, our New
Entrant class (Room 8) is full, the Year 2 class (Room 7) has a few spaces, the Year
3&4 class (Room 4) is full, the Year 5&6 class (Room 3) has a few spaces, the Year
7 and Year 8 class (Room 2) has a few spaces each, the Year 9&10 class (Room 5) is
full, and the Year 11 to 13 class (Room 10) has a few spaces.

4.

Term 4 Reports and invoices for Term 1 2021 have been issued today. Please read
the reports carefully, sign them and return them at the start of the first term next year.
We prefer payments to be made direct to the school’s bank account: ASB Bank,
Manukau City Branch, Account 12 3083 0175239 00. Fees may also be paid in
person at the school office by cash or by cheque made out to Tyndale Park Christian
School. If you are paying in instalments, please ensure that you have informed the
office and that tuition payments are kept current.

5.

If any tuition fees are in arrears, it has to be settled immediately. Please contact our
bursar, Mrs van der Linde, at accounts@tyndalepark.school.nz, to let her know how
and when your account will be settled, please.

6.

Special Character Donation: Enrolment at Tyndale Park Christian School includes
a Special Character donation. This enables the Trust Board to continue developing and
providing an affordable education consistent with the Christian character of the school.
Amounts are $65 per term for a Year 1 to 8 student and $80 per term for a Year 9 to
13 student. The specified amounts are eligible for a 33% tax refund and may be paid
as a lump sum or incorporated in your usual method of payment. A donation receipt
will be issued at the time of receiving the donation.

7.

Class Orientation Evening 2021: Our annual class orientation evening for all parents
of students at Tyndale Park Christian School will be at 5:30 pm on Thursday 18
February 2021. Please mark this date in your calendar. It is an important community
event and essential for all parents to attend.

8.

Term Dates for 2021: Please diary these dates in now and make a note when planning
holidays so that pupils are not absent from school during term time – parents are
legally required to ensure their children attend school during the term unless a valid
doctor’s certificate can be produced. Don’t forget to download the school app, Skool
Loop (search your device’s app store for it), for school events, term dates, updates and
photos, or visit our website: www.tyndalepark.school.nz.
•

•
•
•
9.

Term 1: Tuesday 2 February 2021 to Friday 16 April 2021 (Teacher Only Days - Thursday
28 January 2021 and Friday 29 January 2021; Waitangi Day - Saturday 6 February 2021,
but observed Monday 8 February 2021; Good Friday - Friday 2 April 2021; Easter Monday
- Monday 5 April 2021; ANZAC Day - fall in Term 1 Holiday)
Term 2: Monday 3 May 2021 to Friday 9 July 2021 (Queen’s Birthday - Monday 7 June
2021)
Term 3: Monday 26 July 2021 to Friday 1 October 2021 (Mid-Term School Holiday Friday 27 August 2021 to Monday 30 August 2021)
Term 4: Monday 18 October 2021 to Friday 17 December 2021 (Labour Day - Monday
25 October 2021)

Holiday Reading: We want to encourage you to maintain a daily reading goal over
the holidays with your children. One idea is to read one of the classics or some other
age appropriate book with your child. This will enable your children to keep
developing their reading fluency.

